
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 17v1-13 
1. What influences how we react to people’s instructions?  

Who are you most likely to listen to and learn from and 
why? 

 
 

 
 
2. Read Matthew 17v1-13.  What strikes you as you read 

the passage? 

 

 

3. Why do you think Matthew includes this incident in his 
gospel? 

 

 

4. Look at the following passages, how do they help us see 
the significance of Jesus transfiguration? 

Daniel 7v9 

Jesus looks just like the Ancient of Days 

Psalm 104v2 

Jesus is wrapped in light like a garment 

Jesus is God the Son unveiled 



5. What is the application God makes of everything they 
have seen?  And why is that so significant? 

• They are to listen to Jesus 
• Jesus words about his mission are right – God approves 
• The disciples aren’t to challenge Jesus but they are to listen to 

him as he teaches them. 
 
 

6. Discipleship is the daily commitment to chose to listen to 
and obey Jesus words more than any other words.  Why 
should we do that? 

• Jesus is God the Son (wise, eternal, all knowing…) 
• He is glorious 
• He is good and gives himself for us in love 
• No one else can speak with such authority or love. 
•  

7. Where are you feeling the clash between Jesus words 
and yours or societies?  Who are you sharing that with?  
How should we react when people share that with us?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. How do the disciples react to what they see?  Is that a 
right reaction, why or why not?   

• Fall on faces with fear 
• It is right in the presence of God, they are aware of their sin 

(Isaiah, Ezekiel and others react the same way) 
 
 

9. How does Jesus react to their fear and what does that 
show us? 

• He touches them (comfort, plus physical) and speaks to them, 
“Don’t be afraid”  

• They are right to fear in God’s presence because of their sin but 
he means they don’t need to fear – he comes to remove that 
fear, that’s why he must go to the cross. 

 
10. How does the disciples conversation on the way down 

the mountain give us a helpful picture of discipleship? 
• They are still asking questions as they puzzle out what 

everything means. 
• They see him more clearly, but that doesn’t drive away all 

questions, they are trying to work out what everything means. 
• They come to Jesus with their questions, they don’t hide them 

from him 
• They humbly learn. 

11. Being a disciples is being a learner who listens to 
Jesus.  How can we help one another do that well? 

	
	
	
	
 
12. What is the challenge for you from this passage?  What 

is the encouragement?  What about for us as a 
church? 


