1 Timothy 1v1-7
1. What is the purpose of the church? How does it fulfil
that?

2. Read 1 Timothy 1v1-7. What strikes you as you read
these verses?

3. What can you discover from these verses and Acts(16,
18, 19, 20) and Ephesians about:
Paul - Apostle, called by Jesus/God to take gospel to Gentiles.

Timothy – Timothy true son in faith, mentored by Paul after Acts 16,
Jewish mum and Greek dad. Taught faith by mum and grandma.

Ephesus – Apollos, Priscilla and Aquila and Paul involved in
planting church. Church held fast despite opposition and a riot.
Paul taught there for over 2 years. In farewell to Ephesian Elders
Paul warned them to guard themselves against false teaching. In
letter to Ephesians he shows them the glory of the church.

4. What is Timothy’s task in Ephesus and why is it
important?
• Stay, command certain people not to teach heresy or get
distracted by myths and debates (3-4) because that promotes
controversy and speculation not faith.
• Some people in the church have departed from the gospel that
builds up and are teaching the law wrongly, adding to the gospel
requirements (e.g. 4v3). This distracts the church, it divides it.

7. Looking at v4b-5 why is Paul commanding Timothy to
stop the false teachers? And what does that tell us
church should be like?
•
•

The church exists to advance God’s work. That work is by faith
not law – the false teaching is shorting that out.
The goal of stopping the false teaching is so people in the church
love like God loves.

8. Where does that love come from?
5. As this letter is then read to the Ephesian church how
are they to respond?

•

• Cooperate with Timothy
• Stop false teaching – not listen to it or give it oxygen
• They are not to allow distractions or mis-teaching or fascination
with myths of minute detail as the badge of orthodoxy.

•

6. What is the application to us in terms of:
a. Trust in our leaders?

•

9. Timothy is to teach that truth and encourage others to
teach that truth. What will the outcome be for the
church? What would that look like in Ephesus?
•

b. How we approach Bible teaching in church?

Pure heart – not mixed in motives but fixed on Jesus – pursing
the kingdom
Good conscience – tuned to God’s word in terms of right and
wrong not current trends of thinking. We can sear our
consciences!
Sincere faith – Genuine faith. It is fixed on Jesus and totally
trusts him for salvation.

•
•

It will be a church that wants to listen to and encourages
teaching of the truth.
It will engage with it and put it into practice.
It will be a church that loves God, loves truth, loves each other,
loves the world.

c. What we sing or listen to?

d. Something YouTube recommends for us to watch?

e. What we read?

10. What will it look like for us to put this into practice as a
church? What will the fruit of that be?

