
Caring for one another – Putting it all together(Week 7) 
 

The gospel redeems and reconnects us vertically and horizontally.  We are reconciled to others in 
the church not to be distant and indifferent to them but to be brothers and sisters.  Caring for one 
another ought not to be sporadic or occasional but the default, but our sinful hearts can get in the 
way.  We can tend towards isolationism because we are afraid of rejection, because we don’t want 
to open ourselves up to the possibility of being hurt, or because we simply don’t want to put the 
effort in to getting to know others.  All of those responses are the result of an overemphasis on 
either being a sinner or a sufferer.  The gospel calls us into relationship with others not 
acquaintanceship. 
 
But what does that look like?  How do we know?  Thankfully the Bible isn’t silent on that issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
What did you discover as you looked at the bible’s “one another’s” or “each others”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look at the list below.  The larger the title the more frequently the instruction is given, under the 
title are the bible references. 

Love one another 
“…Love one another…” (John 13v34) “…Love one another…” (John 13v34) “…Love one another…” (John 

13v35) “…Love one another…” (John 15v12) “…Love one another” (John 15v17) “Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love…” (Rom 12v10) “…Love one another…” (Rom 13v8) “…Make your love increase 

and overflow for each other.” (1 Thess 3v12) “…Love each other.” (1 Thess 4v9) “…Love one another 
deeply, from the heart.” (1 Peter 3v8) “…Love each other deeply…” (1 Peter 4v8) “…Love one another.” (1 
John 3v11) “…Love one another.” (1 John 3v23) “…Love one another.” (1 John 4v7) “…Love one another.” 

(1 John 4v11) “…Love one another.” (1 John 4v12) “…Love one another.” (2 John 5) 

Encourage one another 
“…Encourage one another…”(2 Cor 13v11) “…Encourage each other…”(1 Thess 4v18) “…Encourage 
each other…” (1 Thess 5v11) “Encourage one another daily…” (Heb 3v13) “…Encourage one another.” 

(Hebs 10v25) 

Greet one another 
“Greet one another with a holy kiss…” (Rom 16v16) “…Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (1 Cor 16v20) 
“Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (2 Cor 13v12) “Greet one another with a kiss of love.” (1 Pet 5v14) 

Live in peace 
“…Be at peace with each other.” (Mark 9v50)  “Live in peace with each other” (1 Thess 5v13) 

Bear in love 
“…Be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Eph 4v2) “Bear with each other…” (Col 3v13) 

Forgive 
“…Forgiving each other…” (Eph 4v32) “…Forgive whatever grievances you may have against one 

another.” (Col 3v13) 



Have the mind of Christ 
“May the God… give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had” (Rom 15v5) 

“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus” (Phil 2v5) 

Be Humble 
“…In humility consider others better than yourselves.” (Phil 2v3) “…Clothe yourselves with humility toward 

one another…”(1 Pet 5v5) 

Have compassion 
“Be kind and compassionate 
to one another…” (Eph 4v32) 

Wash one another’s feet 
“…Wash one another’s feet.” 

(John 13v14) 

Honour 
“…Honour one another above 

yourselves. (Rom 12v10) 

Live in Harmony 
“Live in harmony with one 
another…” (Rom 12v16) 

Accept 
“Accept one another, then, just 

as Christ accepted you…” 
(Rom 15v7) 

Instruct 
 “…Instruct one another.” 

(Rom 15v4) 

Agree 
“all of you agree with one 

another” (1 Cor 1v10) 

Have equal concern 
“…Have equal concern for 
each other.” (1 Cor 12v25) 

 

Serve 
“…Serve one another in love.” 

(Gal 5v13)  

Carry burdens 
“Carry each other’s 

burdens…” (Gal 6v2) 

Speak songs to 
“Speak to one another with 
psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs.” (Eph 5v19) 

Submit to 
“Submit to one another out of 

reverence for Christ.” (Eph 
5v21) 

Teach 
“Teach…[one another]” (Col 

3v16) 

Admonish 
“…Admonish one another (Col 

3v16) 

Build up 
“…Build each other up…” (1 

Thess 5v11) 

Do good 
“always strive to do what is 
good for each other…” (1 

Thess 5v15) 

Spur on 
“…Spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds.” 
(Hebs 10v24) 

Confess 
“Confess your sins to each 

other…” (Jam 5v16) 

Pray 
“…Pray for each other.” (Jam 

5v16) 

Harmony 
“…Live in harmony with one 

another…” (Rom 12v16) 

Like minded 
“Finally all of you, be like 

minded…” (1 Pet 3v8) 
Sympathetic 

“Finally, all of you… be 
sympathetic” (1 Pet 3v8) 

Hospitality 
“Offer hospitality to one 

another without grumbling.” (I 
Pet 4v9) 

Use gifts 
“Each one should use 

whatever gift he has received 
to serve others…” (I Pet 4v10) 

 

Negative one another’s 
Don’t judge 

“…Stop passing judgment on 
one another.” (Rom 14v13) 

Devouring 
“If you keep on biting and 

devouring each other…you will 
be destroyed by each 

other.”  (Gal 5v15) 

 
 
 

Don’t envy 
“Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each 

other.” (Gal 5v26) 

Don’t lie 
“Do not lie to each other…” 

(Col 3v9) 

 
 
 
 

Don’t pay back wrong  
Make sure nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong…” (1 Thess 

5v15) 

Don’t slander 
“…Do not slander one 
another.” (Jam 4v11) 

Don’t grumble 
“Don’t grumble against each 

other…” (Jam 5v9) 

Looking at that list what stands out to you? 

 



What is foundational to creating a culture of gospel care and love in a church? 

 

 

 

How does that cut against our culture?  What does that mean for how we put this into action? 
 
 
 
 

 
As we walk with others, spurring them on to follow Jesus, and caring for them we need to 
remember: 
 
We are needy: 

• We are simultaneously saints, sufferers and sinners 
• We can be too close to see our own problems and sins 
• We need others wisdom and input and care 
• We face varied circumstances and respond out of busy hearts 
• Our sin is a heavy burden and confuses and damages 
• Our Father stands ready to help and provides his Spirit 
• We are saved into a church so we can ask for ‘help’ if we’re not too proud 

 
We are also needed: 

• The church is a body and needs every part using it’s gifts 
• Jesus has poured out his Spirit into our hearts and given us his word and is ready to help 
• Be thoughtful and prayerful in what you see and say  
• Walk, talk, eat together to build relationships  
• See the good and the progress and name it 
• See sin and help others see it to with the aim always being repentance 
• Be quick to pray 
• Be aware of Satan’s desire to create disunity and despair 
• Keep God’s story in view and help people find their place in it 
• Hold out the gospel, it’s power, forgiveness, grace and hope 

 
What is a practical next step for you in putting this into practice right now? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is a more challenging long-term aim to be praying and thinking through? 


